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Why the Coptic Language ?!!

m n 7 o

p r c t

v f x y

The First Principle:
1. Church
2. Orthodox
3 Coptic f x y

w 4 2 q

h g s 5

3. Coptic

The Second Principle:
1 Identity1. Identity 
2. Link to the Past 
3. Key to the Treasures 

of the Coptic Churchof the Coptic Church
Language 
Bible 
Writings of the FathersWritings of the Fathers  
Lives of the Saints  
Liturgical Services 
Canon Law and Documents 

http://www.stshenouda.com/coptlang.htm
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“ We thank God greatly for the preservation of the Coptic language

Why the Coptic Language ?!!

m n 7 o

p r c t

v f x y

 … We thank God greatly, for the preservation of the Coptic language, 
the language of our ancestors, from extinction. In spite of all the 
persecutions, the Coptic Church still possesses a great part of the 
Coptic heritage. It is sufficient that the Coptic language was blessed by 
the Lord Jesus as He spoke it with His blessed mouth when He grew f x y

w 4 2 q

h g s 5

the Lord Jesus, as He spoke it with His blessed mouth when He grew 
up in the land of Egypt.
All the Church rites are written in the Coptic language. Among the most 
ancient transcriptions that the scholars refer to in the Holy Bible is the 
C ti i W l t t th b i i f th t t fi tCoptic version. We are now almost at the beginning of the twenty first 
century, and the scholars and researchers have realized the importance 
of this language. It is presently taught in the universities of America and 
in the whole world.
Learning Coptic will give us the opportunity to become acquainted with 
the language of our fathers and grandfathers; and penetrate deeply the 
spirituality of the established Coptic Orthodox Church. Its beautiful and 
inspiring hymns that are mostly in the Coptic language will enter the p g y y p g g
depths of the spirit. …”

On July 15, 1997 by His Grace Bishop Karas
Late Bishop of  St. Antony Monastery in the wilderness of California

http://www.stantonymonastery.org/elibrary/pdf/Coptic_lesson_1.pdf
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Coptic Letters
m n 7 o

p r c t

v f x y

(32 Letters)

f x y

w 4 2 q

h g s 524 24 
consonantconsonant

6 6 
vowel vowel 

1 letter1 letter
consonantconsonant

1 letter1 letter
used aloneused alone

lettersletterslettersletters or vowelor vowelor vowelor vowel(not inside words)(not inside words)

LetterLetter NameName PronunciationPronunciation MeaningMeaning

^̂ Si  ^ 6^ 6 Soo “soo”
Six 

(number 6)
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First Lesson ( 1 ) First Lesson ( 1 ) Piw2 Ovai Piw2 Ovai ( ( a a ))

Consonant Letters similar to English:
mm nn 7 o

p r cc tt

v f x y

LetterLetter NameName PronunciationPronunciation

K kK k Kappa “k” f x y

w 4 2 q

h g s 5

K kK k Kappa k

M mM m Mei “m”

N nN n Nei “n”

CCC cC c Seema “s”

T tT t Tav “t”T tT t

Z zZ z Zeeta “z”
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Vowel Letters:
mm nn 7 oo

p r cc tt

v f x y

LetterLetter NameName PronunciationPronunciation ExampleExample

A aA a Alpha “a”
kan

Kan f x y

ww 4 2 q

h g s 5
E eE e Ei “e”

ken

Ken

II kinI iI i Iota “i”
kin

Kin

# 3# 3 Eeta “ee”
k3n

KeenKeen

O oO o O “o”
kon

Kon

W wW w Omega 
(Oou) “oa”

kwn

Koan

OV ovOV ov Oou + “oo”
kovnOV ovOV ov Epsilon oo
Koon
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First Lesson ( 1 ) First Lesson ( 1 ) Piw2 Ovai Piw2 Ovai ( ( a a ))

Examples (Quiz 1):
mm nn 7 oo

p r cc tt

v f x yWordWord MeaningMeaning WordWord MeaningMeaning f x y

ww 4 2 q

h g s 5

anokanok I “me”

M3naM3na Mina

amoiamoi I wish

zwmoczwmoc soup

mokmekmokmek think

kwtkwt build

twovtwov mountain

iwtiwt father

cwcw drink

cwtemcwtem hear

concon brother

cwnicwni sistercwtemcwtem hear

CinaCina Sinai

AntwniocAntwnioc

cwnicwni sister

coniconi thief - robber

AntwniocAntwnioc Anthony ovwovovwov honor - glory
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First Lesson ( 1 ) First Lesson ( 1 ) Piw2 Ovai Piw2 Ovai ( ( a a ))

Consonant Letters not similar to English:
mm nn 7 oo

pp rr cc tt

v ff x y

LetterLetter NameName PronunciationPronunciation

L lL l Lolla “l” ff x y

ww 44 22 qq

hh g s 5
P pP p Pi “p”

R rR r R “ ”R rR r Ro “r”

F fF f Fei “ph”

$ 4$ 4 Fai “f”

@ 2@ 2 Shai “sh”@ 2@ 2

Q qQ q Khai “kh”

HHH hH h Hori “h”
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First Lesson ( 1 ) First Lesson ( 1 ) Piw2 Ovai Piw2 Ovai ( ( a a ))

Examples (Quiz 2):
mm nn 7 oo

pp rr cc tt

v ff x yWordWord MeaningMeaning WordWord MeaningMeaning ff x y

ww 44 22 qq

hh g s 5

felfel beans

trapezatrapeza table

qenqen in

qel2iriqel2iri youth

23ri23ri son

palacpalac my tongue

qelloiqelloi old men

hathat money

lampaclampac lamp

halwmhalwm cheese

PetrocPetroc Peter

MariaMaria Maryhalwmhalwm cheese

no4rino4ri good

pencaqpencaq

MariaMaria Mary

CarraCarra Sarah

MMpencaqpencaq our teacher MarkocMarkoc Mark
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Second Lesson ( 2 ) Second Lesson ( 2 ) Piw2 Cnav Piw2 Cnav ( ( b b ))

The “JENKEM” Rule:
mm nn 7 oo

pp rr cc tt

v ff x y

FormsForms  ̀    ~     ' ̀    ~     '

 ̀   ̀  over consonant letter =over consonant letter = e e + letter+ letter

`̀
ff x y

ww 44 22 qq

hh g s 5

RuleRule  ̀   ̀  over vowel letter = pronounced over vowel letter = pronounced 
separately (it splits the word)separately (it splits the word)

h̀̀h eh k̀̀k ek

Examples (Quiz 3):

hh eh

m̀̀m em

kk ek

t̀̀t et

WordWord MeaningMeaning

`tfe`tfe the heaven

WordWord MeaningMeaning

`mmon`mmon for

a p es (Qu  3):

A`aron A`aron Aaron

`pkahi`pkahi the earth

pek`3poc pek`3poc your garden

f̀ran`fran the namehh frfr
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Second Lesson ( 2 ) Second Lesson ( 2 ) Piw2 Cnav Piw2 Cnav ( ( b b ))

Compound Consonant Letters:
mm nn 77 oo

pp rr cc tt

v ff x yy

LetterLetter NameName PronunciationPronunciation

& 7& 7 Eksee “k+s”
ff x yy

ww 44 22 qq

hh g ss 55

Y yY y Epsee “p+s”

S sS s Cheema “t+sh”

% 5% 5 Tee “t+i”

WordWord MeaningMeaning

Examples (Quiz 4):

WordWord MeaningMeaning

F̀ 5F̀ 5a7ioca7ioc worthy

`Psoic`Psoic the Lord

`̀yalmoc`̀yalmoc l

Fnov5Fnov5 God

sac4sac4 exalted

ka5ka5 d t dyalmocyalmoc psalm ka5ka5 understand
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Second Lesson ( 2 ) Second Lesson ( 2 ) Piw2 Cnav Piw2 Cnav ( ( b b ))

L ttL tt NN P i tiP i ti E lE l

Letters with two pronunciation:

mm nn 77 oo

pp rr cc tt

v ff x yy

LetterLetter NameName PronunciationPronunciation ExamplesExamples

B bB b Veeta
“v” if before a 

vowel letter
bal – niben

eye – every

novb twbh
ff x yy

ww 44 22 qq

hh gg ss 55

“b” otherwise
novb – twbh

gold – pray

D dD d
“d” In names 

only
Dani3l - D3mac

Daniel Deemas
D dD d Delta

only Daniel – Deemas

“th” otherwise
do7a – dwron

glory – gift

if after 2̀0am – c̀0oinov4i

) 0) 0 Theeta
“t” if after 

(c – 2 – t)
20am – c0oinov4i

shut – incense

“th” otherwise
0ai – `n0ok

this – youthis you

G gG g Genga
“j” if before 

(e – i – 3)
`nge – gimi

of – find

“ ” i
gagi – gig“g” otherwise
gagi gig

enemy – hand
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Second Lesson ( 2 ) Second Lesson ( 2 ) Piw2 Cnav Piw2 Cnav ( ( b b ))

LetterLetter NameName PronunciationPronunciation ExamplesExamples

`

Letters with three pronunciation:

mm nn 77 oo

pp rr cc tt

vv ff xx yyV vV v Epsilon

“o” if after (o) p̀ovro – ovtah

king – fruit

“v” if after 
(a – e)

avcagi – evcw5

speak save ff xx yy

ww 44 22 qq

hh gg ss 55

(a e) speak – save

“e”or

“y” otherwise
Kvrilloc – ` `7vlon

Cyril – wood

if before ajioc - jenoc

J jJ j Ghamma

“g” if before 
(e - i - 3 - v)

ajioc jenoc

Holy/saint – race

“n” if before 
(j - k -7 - x)

ajjeloc – anajk3

angel – force

“gh” otherwise
ajap3 – jal3n3

love – calm

“sh” (Greek) if before

( )
xere – icxvroc

ti  t

X xX x Kei

(e - i - 3 - v) greeting – strong

“kh” otherwise in 
Greek words 

monaxoc – ` `Xrictoc

monk – Christ

i  ll C ti  X3mi x̀lom
“k” in all Coptic 

words
X3mi – xlom

Egypt – crown
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Third Lesson ( 3 ) Third Lesson ( 3 ) Piw2 @omt Piw2 @omt ( ( j j ))

Famous Abbreviations:
Abb.Abb. WordWord MeaningMeaning

= == = mm nn 77 oo

pp rr cc tt

vv ff xx yy

alal all3loviaall3lovia alleluia

K=eK=e Kvri`e `ele`3conKvri`e `ele`3con Lord have mercy

=p=n=a=p=n=a PnevmaPnevma Spirit ff xx yy

ww 44 22 qq

hh gg ss 55

p

=e=0=v=e=0=v E0ovabE0ovab Holy

I=l=3=mI=l=3=m I3rovcal3mI3rovcal3m Jerusalem

I= =lI= =l P ` lP ` lIclIcl Picra3lPicra3l Israel

I=w=a I=w=a Iwann3cIwann3c John

UU martvrocmartvroc martyr

F5F5 Fnov5Fnov5 God

PuPu PsoicPsoic Lord

I=3=cI=3=c I3covcI3covc Jes sI3cI3c I3covcI3covc Jesus

P=x=cP=x=c Pi`xrictocPi`xrictoc Christ

==c=w=r==c=w=r cwt3rcwt3r savior

+++ + Pi`ctavrocPi`ctavroc Cross
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Third Lesson ( 3 ) Third Lesson ( 3 ) Piw2 @omt Piw2 @omt ( ( j j ))

Coptic Numbers:
## CopticCoptic NameName ## CopticCoptic NameName

`̀ mm nn 77 oo

pp rr cc tt

vv ff xx yy

1 =a=a ovaiovai

2 =b=b c̀nav`cnav

3 =j=j 2omt2omt

70 =o=o 2̀4e2̀4e

80 =p=p qamneqamne

90 =4=4 pictavpictav ff xx yy

ww 44 22 qq

hh gg ss 55

4 =d=d 4̀toov`4toov

5 =e=e tiovtiov

6 66 coovcoov

100 =r=r 2e2e

200 =c=c c̀nav 2e`cnav 2e

300 =t=t 2omt 2e2omt 2e6

7 =z=z 2a242a24

8 =3=3 2̀m3n`2m3n

9 =0=0 ỳitỳit

300 2 22 2

400 =v=v 4̀toov 2e`4toov 2e

500 =f=f tiov 2etiov 2e

600 =x=x coov 2ecoov 2e9 00 yityit

10 =i=i m3tm3t

20 =k=k gwtgwt

=l=l

600 xx coov 2ecoov 2e

700 =y=y 2a24 2e2a24 2e

800 =w=w `2m3n 2e`2m3n 2e

== ỳ̀y30 ll mapmap

40 =m=m h̀me`hme

50 =n=n tebitebi

900 22 yit 2eyit 2e

1000 aa 2o2o

2000 bb `cnav 2o`cnav 2o

60 =7=7 cece … ...... ......
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Third Lesson ( 3 ) Third Lesson ( 3 ) Piw2 @omt Piw2 @omt ( ( j j ))

SentenceSentence MeaningMeaning

Examples (Quiz 5):

mm nn 77 oo

pp rr cc tt

vv ff xx yy

SentenceSentence MeaningMeaning

=d ̀nzwon ̀nacwmatoc=d ̀nzwon ̀nacwmatoc

`̀4toov4toov

4 incorporeal creatures
four

=z `narx3ajjeloc=z `narx3ajjeloc 7 archangels ff xx yy

ww 44 22 qq

hh gg ss 55

2a242a24 seven

=i=b ̀napoctoloc=i=b ̀napoctoloc

met ̀cnavmet ̀cnav

12 apostles
twelve

==k=d m̀p̀recbvteroc==k=d m̀p̀recbvteroc 24 i tkd mprecbvterockd mprecbvteroc

gwt ̀4toovgwt ̀4toov

24 priests
twenty four

=m `n`ehoov=m `n`ehoov

`̀hmehme

40 days
forty

==r=n ̀nte Kwctantinopolic==r=n ̀nte Kwctantinopolic

2e tebi2e tebi

150 at Constantinople
hundred and fifty

=c  `nte Efecoc=c  `nte Efecoc

`̀cnav 2ecnav 2e

200 at Ephesus
two hundredcnav 2ecnav 2e two hundred

=j=i=3 etav0wov5 qen Nikie`a=j=i=3 etav0wov5 qen Nikie`a

2omt 2e met ̀2m3n2omt 2e met ̀2m3n

318 assembled at Nicea
three hundred and eighteen

aa=r=m=d   =r=m=d   144,000rr

2e ̀hme ̀4toov ̀n2o2e ̀hme ̀4toov ̀n2o hundred and forty four thousand
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Third Lesson ( 3 ) Third Lesson ( 3 ) Piw2 @omt Piw2 @omt ( ( j j ))

WordWord MeaningMeaning

Examples (Quiz 6):
WordWord MeaningMeaning mm nn 77 oo

pp rr cc tt

vv ff xx yy

WordWord MeaningMeaning

cece yes

`mmon`mmon no

am3nam3n amen

WordWord MeaningMeaning

nane rovhinane rovhi good evening

nane toov`inane toov`i good morning

a2 pe pekrana2 pe pekran what is your name ff xx yy

ww 44 22 qq

hh gg ss 55

am3nam3n amen

pacwnpacwn my brother

tacwnitacwni my sister

peniwtpeniwt our father

a2 pe pekrana2 pe pekran what is your name

a2 pe pekr35a2 pe pekr35 how are you

nanecnanec good - fine

`mpair35 an`mpair35 an not like that

paiwtpaiwt my father

tamavtamav my mother

penn3bpenn3b our master

r 5r 5

ce ̀mpair35ce ̀mpair35 yes, like that

I=3=c P=x=cI=3=c P=x=c Jesus Christ

pipatriarx3cpipatriarx3c the patriarch (pope)

`mm3ni`mm3ni always

`ir3n3 paci`ir3n3 paci peace be with all

no4rino4ri happy (greeting)

pimetropoliticpimetropolitic the metropolitan

piepickopocpiepickopoc the bishop

abba @enov5abba @enov5 ava Shenouda

2ai2ai feast

2e ̀nrompi2e ̀nrompi (for) hundred years

ov2ep`hmotov2ep`hmot thanks

`̀

Pigwm E0ovabPigwm E0ovab The Holy Book (Bible)

ovgai qen Puovgai qen Pu
(be) saved in God

(Goodbye)

mare F̀nov5mare F̀nov5 may God 
arih̀motarih̀mot come on

mare Fnov5 mare Fnov5 

2wpi nemak2wpi nemak
may God 

be with you




