Coptic Orthodox Diocese
Of Ottawa, Montreal
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Dioceése copte Orthodoxe
D’ Ottawa, Montreal
Et de I'est du canada

March 12, 2020
Dear beloved of Christ,

In deference to the recommendations of the local authorities in the provinces of Quebec
and Ontario, (regarding cancelling any event attended by 250 people or more), only
liturgies will be held on Sundays and other various spiritual and social activities
conducted at church will be postponed, for the next two weeks, at which time the Diocese
will review the situation and provide the necessary guidance and measures to help stem
the spread of the corona virus.

As such, for the next two weeks, the churches of Ontario and Quebec will:

1- Cancel Sunday School classes, agape (breakfast/lunch following liturgies) and any
spiritual activity that takes place on Sunday.

2- All weekly liturgies will continue to be held according to the schedules of each
church.

3- All churches are to abide with the health guidelines provided:

a. congregants are to bring their personal head scarves and their personal
handkerchiefs.

b. Please abstain from physical greetings (hugs and kisses).

¢. The holding of any other activities (such as gym, Bible academies, youth
meetings, spiritual days) will be decided upon by the Church priests.

Let us unite in prayers to our Lord who is able to protect our country and conquer every
epidemic, fear, turmoil and anxiety experienced by His children.
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