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March 12, 2020 Barmhat 3, 1736
“I will say of the LorD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my
God; in him will I trust.” Psalm 91:2

Dear beloved in Christ:

In response to the speedily development of COVID-19 pandemic
within The United States in addition to the closure of many
Universities and schools around the country, we are asking all
churches congregation in the Diocese to abide by the State, counties
and school districts regulations and recommendations in all affected
areas.

The following must be implemented effective immediately:

1. Church services will be limited only to the Divine liturgy,
communion as usual according to the Coptic Orthodox Church rites.
Immediate dismissal by the conclusion of the liturgy. No social
gathering or food serving after the prayers.

2. Cancellation of all activities and services such as Sunday School,
Bible study, Youth meetings, field trips, retreats, and/or any other
kind of assembly.

3. All are asked to refrain completely from any physical touch in
greeting one another or otherwise and especially from any close-
contact greetings of kissing and hugging. Likewise, during “Greet one

another” all are encouraged to greet without touching by a bow/nod.
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4. Anyone experiencing any cold or flu-like symptoms is asked to stay
home until all symptoms are gone.

5. Elders and those with compromised immune systems are
encouraged to attend the smaller liturgies rather than the larger
gatherings.

6. Churches must install touch free Hand Sanitizer Holders at the
entrance of the Church, bathrooms, food serving areas. Sunday
school rooms and any room where congregation may gather.

7. All congregation members are advised to wipe their hands with the
hand sanitizer before entering the church.

8. Replace washable fabric communion napkins by disposable paper
ones with trash cans on site.

9. provide the congregation members with small disposable cups for
drinking water after communion with trash can on site.

10. Ladies need to bring their headscarves.

“And save us all from famine, plagues, earthquakes, drowning, fire,
the captivity of the barbarians, and the sword of the stranger, and

the rising up of heretics”

St. Gregory the Theologian

May our Lord keep all of you safe in his Holy Name
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