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Live in Peace 
St. Mark’s Festival 2022 Anthem 

When we’re planting love and goodness 
Peace is what we’ll always reap 

We’re not worried if days are evil 
The Lord won’t slumber nor sleep    x2 

 

Church is an Ark where souls are saved 
No matter what hardships we face 
Her Sacraments will help us always 

Grow in faith and dwell in grace    x1 

 

At His word I’d walk on water 
Strong in faith and firm in Doctrine    x2  

I will follow His commands    x1  

 

With God joy will never cease 
And His Spirit gives us peace.    x2  

 
And His Spirit gives us peace.    x1 



  

   

 The story of Elisha and the servant teaches us that we should be at peace 
because our Lord Jesus Christ is always with us. 

 

After King Solomon died, the Kingdom was split into two parts: 

·         The Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the capital was Samaria 

·         The Southern Kingdom (Judah) and the capital was Jerusalem 

The story took place in the Northern Kingdom. It was surrounded by many people 
who didn’t worship God.  They did not understand the true meaning of peace, so they 
fought one another to conquer land and become powerful.  One of the enemies that 
fought was the army of Syria. 

The king of Syria planned for a war against the 
Kingdom of Israel many times, and every time the 
Lord revealed the plans of the war to a prophet 
named Elisha.   Elisha was from the Northern 
Kingdom. Elisha told the king of Israel about these 
plans, and he was able to stop them from 
conquering their land. 

The king of Syria was troubled. He called all his 
servants to find out if they had a traitor among 
them, and one of his servants told him about Elisha. 
The King of Syria sent a great army with horses and 
chariots to a city called Dothan, where Elisha lived.  

When the servant of Elisha went out in the 
morning, he found an army surrounding the city 
and he was afraid.   
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Elisha and the Servant 
2 Kings 6:8-23 

My Peace is a Gift from God 



 

  

Elisha had peace in his heart because he trusted 
that God was with him. He prayed that the Lord 
may open the eyes of his servant so that he may 
see how God is protecting them.  

The Lord opened his eyes; he saw that the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
protecting them. 

 

 

 

Elisha’s servant realized that having faith in God is what gives us true peace and 
helps us overcome fear. 

Elisha wanted to establish peace between the 
two countries. He prayed, and then the Lord 
blinded the army of Syria; they were unable to 
see.  Elisha led the army of Syria to the King of 
Israel in the city of Samaria. Then Elisha prayed 
that the Lord would open their eyes again, that 
they may see. 

Elisha asked the king of Israel to give them food and water and then let them leave 
in peace.  

Elisha taught both the king of Israel and the king of Syria how to live in  
true peace by offering love and help. 

 

 

“Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than  
those who are with them” (2 Kings 6:16) 
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Answer the questions below. 

1. When King Solomon died, how many parts were the Kingdom split into?     
____________ 

 
2. Who were the plans of the war revealed to? ____________ 
 
3. What city did the King of Syria send a great army with horses and chariots 

to?____________ 
 
4. What gives true peace and helps overcome fear? ____________ 
 
5. What did Elisha’s servant see on the mountain? ____________  and ____________ 

 
6. What did Elisha want to establish between the 2 countries? ____________ 

 
7. What did Elisha do to open and close the eyes of the army? ____________ 

 
8. What did Elisha ask to give to the army? ____________   and ____________ 
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Learning about God’s redemption teaches us that our Lord gave us peace when He 
became man and saved us, then He went to heaven to prepare a place for us,  

and He will come and take us to live with Him forever. 

Our Life in Heaven 
 

 
 

God created man in His own image and filled the earth with peace and 
joy.  “So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He 
created him, male and female He created them.” (Genesis 1:27) 

Man broke the commandment of God and ate from the tree. 
He sinned and so did we.  The wage of sin is death.  

Man corrupted the pure nature he received from God and 
was exiled from paradise. 

Out of God’s love and justice, He promised to: 
• Lift the death sentence and die in our place. 
• Renew our corrupted nature and give us a new life. 

God promised man: 
• To be born from the Virgin Mary and defeat Satan. “He shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise His heel.” (Genesis 3:15) and fill the earth with peace. 
• To be crucified for us, die, and rise from the dead. 
• To ascend into heaven and prepare a place for us, “I go to prepare a place for 

you.” (John 14:2) 
• To send the Holy Spirit who will give us peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Peace is From My Lord and Savior 
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God fulfilled all His promises when: 
• He was crucified for us and lifted the death sentence, and renewed our nature. 
• He sent the Holy Spirit and established the Church for us. 

How do we receive God’s redemption and enjoy heaven?: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What do we expect to see in heaven? 
• In heaven, we will live with God in eternal peace. 

 
• St. Paul said about heaven:  
“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things 

which God has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9) 
 
• St. John wrote in the Holy Bible about heaven in the Book 

of Revelation.  We will live with our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
angels, and the saints.  

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,  
and He will dwell with them.” (Revelation 21:3) 

 
• We will praise the Lord continuously. 

 
• There will be no sin, no fights, no lies, no hunger, no thirst, 

and no pain.  
“For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking,  

but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
(Romans 14:17) 

Our life on earth is just a preparation for our eternal life in Heaven. 

By getting baptized,  
we become  

children of God. 
 

Repenting and confessing 
our sins to a priest. 

 

By partaking of the Holy 
Communion, we abide 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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What is the Lord Jesus Christ preparing for us? 

 

_____     _____     _____     _____    _____    _____ 

Unscramble each of the clue words.   
Use the letters on the red line to answer the question. 

THIGL    _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ 

LEGNA S   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ 

TASINS                              _____    _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ 

LIEVEBE _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____    

NTPERE   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ 

HOJN    _____   _____   _____   _____   



 

 

  

Learning about the Divine Liturgy teaches us that the prayers of our  
Coptic Orthodox Church help us to enjoy God’s peace. 
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My Peace is in My Church 
The Divine Liturgy 

The Divine Liturgy is one of the prayers that fills everyone who attends 
with peace. The priest prays for peace for everyone. 

Preparation for the Liturgy 

Personal preparation: 

 

 

 

 

 
• Repentance and Confession 
• Reconciliation (not being angry with my friends or others) 
• Proper clothing for attending the Liturgy 
• Fasting at least 9 hours before taking communion 

Church preparation: 
 

 

 

 

 
• Vespers Raising of Incense (the night before the Liturgy) 
• Matins Raising of Incense (the morning of the Liturgy) 
• The purpose is to prepare the altar, the priest, and the congregation to receive 

the King of Peace. 

 
 



  

Offering of the Lamb: 
• The priest and the deacons wear their service vestments 

(tonias). 
• We pray the Agpeya hours. 
• The congregation with the deacons pray Lord have mercy (41 

times) while the priest carefully selects the oblation (the holy 
bread that will become the Holy Body of the Lord Jesus Christ). 
Then the priest stands before the altar and raises the oblation 
and says: Peace and edification to the Church of God. 

• The priest prays the Thanksgiving Prayer saying, “grant us to 
complete this holy day and all the days of our life in all peace.” 

• The priest covers both the oblation and the chalice with 
corporals. Then he covers both with the prospheron (indicating 
the large stone that was placed at the tomb of our Lord), and 
he places another triangle shaped corporal upon the 
prospheron (the seal that was placed on the tomb of our Lord). 

• The priest prays the Absolution of the Servants. 

Liturgy of the Word: 
The readings of the Holy Liturgy include: 

 

• The Pauline Epistle (part of St. Paul’s epistles) 
• The Catholic Epistle (part of the epistles of Sts. Peter, James, 

Jude, and John the Apostles) 
•  The Praxis (part of the Book of Acts) 
• The Synaxarion (The saint of the day) 
• The Psalm and Gospel 
• The Sermon 
• Then the congregation declares the faith in The Orthodox 

Creed. 
• The Prayer of Reconciliation: Pray for perfect peace and love 

– “According to your good will, O God fill our hearts with Your 
peace.” – “Greet one another with a holy kiss”. 

• This shows reconciliation with heaven, reconciliation with 
others, and reconciliation with ourselves. 

• The priest lifts the prospheron and the congregation sings 
“Through the intercessions of the Theotokos Saint Mary.” 
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Liturgy of the Faithful: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• After that, we start the Anaphora, which is raising the oblation. The priest reminds 

us to “lift up your hearts”, as we are now in heaven. 
 

• We praise with the angels “The Cherubim worship You” and we are reminded of 
God’s salvation. 

 
• The priest explains how the Lord Jesus Christ established the Sacrament in the 

Institution Narrative. He reminds us that we have to receive the Holy Body and 
Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ in order to go to heaven. 

 
• The Sanctification is the holiest time of the Liturgy. The priest prays for the Holy 

Spirit to change the bread and wine to the true Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and sanctify all those present to make them ready to receive the Holy 
Communion. 

 



 

  

• The Litanies are prayers, making our requests known to God. The first litany is the 
litany of peace. The priest prays for the peace of our church. 
 

• In the Commemoration of the Saints, we remember the saints who share in our 
prayers and pray for us. 

 
• The Fraction: The priest breaks the Holy Body which symbolizes the crucifixion pain. 

 
• The Confession: We confess that this is the true Body and true Blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The deacon says:  
“the peace and love of Jesus Christ be with you. Let us sing Alleluia.” 

 
• Communion and then the priest dismisses the congregation saying:  

 

“Go in peace. The peace of the Lord be with you all” 
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Write a number next to each picture to specify to which part of the liturgy it belongs. 

1- Raising of Incense of Vespers and Matins 

2- The Liturgy of the Word 

3- The Liturgy of the Faithful 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ blessed 5 loaves of bread and 
2 fish and fed 5,000 men plus women and children. 
The disciples collected the remaining food and filled 
12 baskets. Immediately our Lord Jesus Christ made 
His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to 
the other side.  He sent the multitudes away and 
went up on the mountain to pray alone. 

The disciples were in the middle of the sea tossed by the 
waves and the wind. It was the fourth watch of the night 
(between 3 to 6 am) and the Lord Jesus Christ went to them 
walking on the water. At first, they thought He was a ghost 
and were troubled and cried out of fear. 

The Lord spoke to them saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I, do not be afraid.” 
(Matthew 14:27) 

The disciples were afraid of the strong wind and they were 
also afraid when they saw someone walking on the water. 
The Lord Jesus Christ didn’t tell them it is wrong to have 
fear, however, He encouraged them to overcome their fear 
because He is with them. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Pantocrator (ruler of the universe, God almighty). 
 

Fear is a natural instinct. It helps us to be careful and protect ourselves. However, 
balance is required. We can’t be too afraid to the point of losing our peace or too 
careless and act unwisely. We should always remember that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
with us. 

 

St. Peter Walks on Water 
Matthew 14:13-33 

 The story of St. Peter walking on water teaches us that when we have faith in 
God, He will help us overcome fear and we will have peace. 

I Live Peacefully 



  

St. Peter wanted to know if it was really the Lord Jesus Christ speaking: “Lord if it is 
You, command me to come to You on the water.” (Matthew 14:28) And the Lord 
told him “Come.” 

St. Peter came down out of the boat and walked on 
the water towards the Lord Jesus Christ.  The waves 
were high, and the wind was strong, but St. Peter 
wasn’t afraid and walked on the water. St. Peter had 
his eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ, but when he got 
distracted by the big waves, he started to sink and 
cried out: “Lord, save me!” and immediately the Lord 
stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to 
him: “O you of little faith why did you doubt?” 

When you are afraid: 

• Remember that our Lord Jesus Christ protects us. 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” (Psalm 23:1) 

• Pray and read the Holy Bible, remembering that God is always with us. 

“Fear not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed for I am your God.  
I will strengthen you. Yes, I will help you. I will uphold you with  

My righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) 

• Find out what causes fear and learn how to overcome it. Ask for guidance. 

“Therefore, take heed how you hear.” (Luke 8:18) 

 

We should not fear or lose our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
no matter how big our problems are.   

He is God almighty, and creator of the universe.   
True peace is knowing that our Lord Jesus Christ  

is always with us no matter what. 
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1. “Be of good _________! It is I, do not be _________” (Matthew 14:27) 

2. “_________ if it is You, _________ me to come to You on the water” (Matthew 

14:28) 

3. “The Lord is my _________; I shall not want” (Psalm 23:1) 

4. “_________ not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed for I am your _________.  I 

will _________ you. Yes, I will _________ you. I will uphold you with My 

_________ right hand” (Isaiah 41:10) 

5. “Therefore, take heed how you _________” (Luke 8:18) 

Fill in the blanks and find the words in the word search. 
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St. Peter the Seal of Martyrs 
Synaxarion of the 29th day of the Coptic Month of Hathor (Dec. 8) 

 The story of St. Peter the Seal of Martyrs teaches us that when we care for 
one another, we have peace. 

 

 St. Peter was born of a Christian family who had no children.  
On the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul, his mother Sophia went 
to church and prayed to have a child. That night, she dreamt of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, and they told her that the Lord Jesus 
Christ had accepted her prayers and He would give her a son. 
They told her to go to Pope Theonas to bless her. 

Sophia told her husband about what she saw and they were 
exceedingly happy. When they went to the Pope, he told them 
to name the baby after St. Peter the apostle, as he will become 
a great pillar in the Orthodox Church. 

St. Peter attended the Theological School of Alexandria. He was 
ordained a deacon at the age of 12, and a priest at 16 years old. 
He became a great teacher and the director of the Theological 
School of Alexandria. 

Pope Theonas became very sick, and he saw a vision that St. 
Peter was to be his successor.  Pope Peter became the 17th 
Pope of Alexandria. He loved and cared for his people and was 
loved by them.  At the time, Diocletian was Emperor, and he 
was persecuting the Christians. St. Peter cared so much about 
the people, and he went around to support the Christians and 
encouraged them to keep the faith, fast and pray, not to be 
afraid, and be at peace. 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  

(Romans 15:13) 

 
 

I Share My Peace With Those Around Me 
Arp 
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Also in the days of Pope Peter, Arius the heretic started 
spreading his wrong teachings.  St. Peter cared so much about 
the peace of the Church and advised Arius several times to 
turn away from his wicked thoughts, but he didn’t listen. So, 
Pope Peter excommunicated him and prevented him from 
the fellowship of the church. 

Pope Peter was keen that peace would prevail in the church. 

When Arius heard that Pope Peter was arrested and would 
depart soon, he asked two of Pope Peter’s disciples to ask him 
for absolution. However, St. Peter refused and told them that 
the Lord Jesus Christ had appeared to him that night in a vision 
wearing a torn robe, and when St. Peter asked Him, “My Lord, 
who tore Your robe?” the Lord replied, “Arius has torn My 
robe, don’t accept him.” 

When the people heard that their pope was arrested, they gathered in front of the 
prison door and wanted to save him.  St. Peter asked the officers to take him out 
secretly from the other side of the prison (away from the people). On their way, they 
passed by the tomb of St. Mark the Evangelist.  
 
St. Peter knelt and prayed, “Let the shedding of my blood mark the end of paganism 
and the end of shedding of Christians’ blood”. A voice came from heaven and said 
“Amen”. Then, the swordsman cut off his holy head and he was called the Seal of 
Martyrs. 
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Complete the crossword puzzle. 

Down 

1. When St. Peter was 12 he was ordained a 
_________ . 

3. St. Peter was born of a __________ family. 

4. “My Lord, who __________ your robe?" 

5. What did the voice from heaven say? 

9. He spread wrong teachings. 

Across 

2. When St. Peter was 16 he was ordained a 
_________ . 

6. St. Peter’s mother’s name. 

7. He persecuted the Christians 

8. The Pope that Sophia was sent to. 

10.  What did Sophia pray for? 



 

  

Peace in Our Home 
Adam and Eve and the Sacrament of Matrimony 

Genesis 1:26-31 

 The story of Adam and Eve teaches us that by following God’s 
commandments we have peace in our homes. 

 

20 

God created the first family and established marriage in the world and taught us His 
original plan for a family. 

Adam and Eve and God’s Design for a Family 

God created everything in the world.  After 
everything was created, He wanted someone to care 
for and enjoy His creation.  God created a man in His 
image named Adam.  God did not want Adam to be 
alone, so he created a woman from the rib of Adam’s 
side.  He named the woman Eve.   

God created the first woman and brought her to Adam to be his wife to help and 
support him.  Eve is called a woman because she was taken out of man.   

God has a design and plan for everything.  We should be happy that God created us 
to be a man or a woman, we can never change this!  We are created differently and 
each with a purpose; both equally loved by God. 

Adam and Eve were the first husband and wife that God created. 
God’s design for marriage is between a man and a woman, male and female. 

They were to start the first family; to have children and their children will start a 
family and so on.  God made us in His image, and He loves us so much. 

“Therefore, a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,  
and they shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24) 
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The Sacrament of Matrimony 

One of the Sacraments of our Church is the Sacrament of 
Matrimony.  This Sacrament is when a man and a woman get 
married.  They come to the Church and stand in front of the 
altar.  The priest prays for them, the Holy Spirit comes upon 
them, and they become one.   

They live together in peace following the Lord Jesus Christ  
and His commandments.   

Together they serve God and start a family. 

 

What makes love in marriage different than any other relationship? 

Marriage should be forever:  
Friendships may change, but marriage should last forever. 

Marriage can only be between a man and a woman:  
God separated people into male and female; marriage reunites them through the Holy 
Spirit during the prayers of the Sacrament.  Marriage unites a couple in a special way; 
the relationship between them should only be between a husband and a wife.  They 
are the start of a family and God blesses them with children.   

Marriage should glorify God:  
Following God’s plan for marriage brings glory to Him.  The family should love one 
another and serve God. 

Any other plan for marriage is not correct.  We should follow what God teaches us.   
When we do what God teaches us, we will live in peace. 
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Destroying God’s plan: 

When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate from the tree, 
sin entered the world, and all humans became sinners.  
People didn’t want to follow God’s plan, including His plan 
for relationships and marriage. 

Since marriage is the foundation for a family, Satan knew 
if he destroyed God’s original plan for people it will 
separate them from God. 

Sadly, some people began to follow Satan and not follow God's plan for marriage.  
Sometimes two women or two men will act like they are married, but they can't really 
be husband and wife because they are both the same gender; sin has confused them.   

This is not a new sin!  In the Holy Bible, we can read about two cities that did not 
follow God’s original plan for marriage.  This happened about 4,000 years ago. 

Father Abraham had a nephew named Lot.  Lot chose to live in two cities called Sodom 
and Gomorrah.  These two cities were wicked; they didn’t follow God’s plan for 
marriage and relationships, and they began to have relationships against nature, men 
with men and women with women. 

God was unhappy, and the Holy Bible says, “Because the outcry against Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave.” (Genesis 18:20) 

God sent two angels in the form of two men to save Lot and his family and get them 
out of the city quickly.  When the men of the city knew that two strangers entered the 
city, they wanted to do evil with them.  God made them blind, so they couldn’t find 
the door.  Then the angels told Lot to get out of this city with his family because God 
will destroy it.  The entire city was destroyed, this was the consequence of their sin. 

“Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah”  
(Genesis 19:24) 



 

  

Homosexuality is against God’s plan for human love.  Homosexuality is when two men 
or two women form a relationship and sometimes even call it marriage.  That is 
against God’s design for marriage.  They use a rainbow flag as their symbol.  

They might adopt a child, but this child lives in a family with two moms, or two dads, 
and these two moms can’t be a dad and vice versa.  The child will lose a very important 
thing, which is a normal relationship between a child and a mom and a dad.   

The Holy Bible says, “Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor idolaters,  
nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, … 

will inherit the kingdom of heaven.”  
(1 Corinthians 6:9-10) 

 All these relations are sinful and wrong relationships.  God loves the sinners,  
but He hates the sin because He is Holy.  

God is waiting for all the sinners to repent and follow Him. 

We should pray for all the sinners to repent and return to God. 

 

What should we do when we see or hear about homosexuality around us? 

• We pray!  When you see the rainbow flag or meet anyone confused and doesn’t 
want to follow God’s design, pray for their repentance, and pray that they follow 
God’s commandments. 

• Remember that we love everyone, as God does, but we don’t justify sin or agree 
with wrong behavior. 

• Always ask when you are confused about anything.  Ask a priest, servant, and your 
parents. 
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Find the words in the wordsearch. 

Adam Bible Church 
Commandments Design Eve 
Family Glorify God 
Holy Husband Love 
Matrimony Plan Sacrament 
Serve Wife  
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1. “live in peace” (2 Corinthians 13:11) 
 
2. Psalm 19 of the Third Hour of the Agpeya (Terce)- 

The Lord shall hear you in the day of your trouble;  
the name of the God of Jacob defend you.  

He shall send you help from His Holy,  
and uphold you out of Zion.   

He shall remember all your sacrifices,  
and enrich your burnt offerings.   

The Lord shall grant you according to your heart,  
and fulfill all your counsel.   

We will confess your salvation,  
and in the name of our God we shall grow;  

the Lord shall fulfill all your petitions.   
Now I know that the Lord has saved His anointed;  

He shall hear him from His holy heaven;  
the salvation of His right hand is mighty.   
These in chariots, and these in horses,  

but in the name of the Lord our God we will grow.   
They are overthrown and fallen,  

but we are risen, and set upright.   
O Lord, save Your king,  

and hear us in the day we call upon You.   
ALLELUIA. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

THE COPTIC ALPHABET 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our Lord spent about 4 years in Egypt as a baby. 
He spoke to the people in Egypt in their language,  

which was the Coptic language at that time. 
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