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Pastoral Letter for the Glorious Feast of Nativity

January 6, 2026

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen.
Dear Beloved Fathers and Beloved Congregation,

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

I congratulate you all on the beginning of a new year and on the Feast of the Nativity of our
Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ—this day on which the true Light shone upon the world,
and the Word of God became incarnate for our salvation.

On this glorious feast, I want us to reflect together on the gifts that the wise men offered to the
divine Child: Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.
These gifts have spiritual significance in our daily lives.

First: Gold

In the Tabernacle of Meeting, the vessels were made of pure gold and the Ark of the Covenant
was overlaid with gold inside and out. The entire Temple was covered in gold, symbolizing
purity and preciousness. Yet, the most precious thing a human being possesses is neither gold nor
silver, but their soul.

Your soul is your most valuable possession; it is more precious than gold in the eyes of God.
Therefore, whoever wishes to offer “gold” to Christ is to offer the most precious thing they own:
their heart, their purity, their chastity, their will, their entire life. This is what you can offer to
God: your soul, which is more precious than gold.

Second: Frankincense

Frankincense is the incense offered by the priest and thus it became a symbol of prayer
ascending before God. Psalm 141:2 reads, “Let my prayer be set before You as incense, the
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.” In the Book of Revelation, incense is described
as the prayers of the saints.

I recall a beloved person I knew well; when he departed (reposed), everyone around him smelled
a beautiful, fragrant scent of incense. Such is the soul of a pure person: gold in its value,
frankincense in its prayer. When you pray with a pure heart, your prayer rises like a pillar of
incense before God.
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Third: Myrrh

In the Old Testament, myrrh symbolized suffering and precious perfume. Psalm 45:8 reads, “A4/l
Your garments are scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia.” When the soul departs this world
after enduring sufferings with Christ and for His sake, the angels chant what is written in the
Song of Solomon 3:6: “Who is this coming out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed
with myrrh and frankincense, with all the merchants fragrant powders?”

Suffering for Christ is not only bitterness—it is a fragrance pleasing to God.

Every tear for the sake of truth.

Every endurance for the sake of righteousness.
Every patience in trial.

Every struggle against sin.
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It is bitter in taste, but it carries a sweet aroma before God. As the Holy Scripture reads, “For to
you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His
sake” (Philippians 1:29). There is also a beautiful proverb that teaches, “The bitterness the Lord
chooses for me is better than the sweetness I choose for myself.”

My Beloved, the life of a Christian must be gold, frankincense, and myrrh:
t  Gold in the purity of the heart;

t  Frankincense in ascending prayer; and

t  Myrrh in enduring suffering with Christ.

Your life cannot be gold unless it contains frankincense and myrrh.

Your life cannot be incense unless your heart is purified like gold.

Your life cannot be fragrant unless you endure with Christ.

So let us offer to the One born today the gifts of the wise men and let us say to Him from the
depths of our hearts:

“Take, O Lord, the gold of my heart, the incense of my prayers, and the myrrh of my
sufferings, and make my whole life Yours.”

Glory be to our God forever. Amen.
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I extend my heartfelt congratulations for the glorious Feast of the Nativity to our blessed Father,
His Holiness Pope Tawadros II, the Metropolitans, the Bishops, The Hegumens the Priests, and
all the Beloved congregation of the Diocese.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Be well in the Lord!

May God bless you through the prayers of H.H. Pope Tawadros II.

Bishop Mina
Bishop of the Diocese of Mississauga, Vancouver and Western Canada

Postal Address: 1245 Eglinton Ave. West, Mississauga, Ont., Canada, L5V 2M4
Tel: (647) 772-2233 Email: anbamina762009 @gmail.com



mailto:anbamina762009@gmail.com

DIOCESE or MISSISSAUGA,

Vancouver and Western Canada

sl 5SLb] ad Lge Al

pel aals ] il Tl o5 Yl

3T 40 301 gl 138 el ] § gy Liaalingg L]y Ly adhos a5 auan odbis ale cany Buan aSiia
Lda ¥ a0 2 alenty callall sl isiall il

s lallly Cadl ss T AL gl i (o301 Glagll o Lo Jols 5 e sl sl Fia
Luagal | (Glen (o omg, T oy Ld ol o (s Llsgll o

il ¥

ISty oLty Sl e oadlls Raiak wgall cigalis cpalladl adll (o oile¥ 1 cilS (¢ LY dad o
s Jy i Yy Gl G Lo oShay Lo (ol Ty Jleg ol 1S Mg 5laall o) ccanlly (oaio 1S <<
sl il el Gad 258 5T i cre il gie ob ol cya (oleT ooay ccluic Lo oyl ooa eluais
Al oads ) Say @A oo 13a 5 (S Gla L Guly) L Gyleds L G5 L als JLA_.LAL,,Q_.I‘AAAAQIJ.A
bl e il ot o3l el

ol Gl

Y VEN ssaidl Sy il alol e ladl B3ball fo, 5l cllils (o alSI 4l (LS @il jeadl g LU
Slsles 6] ssaall e Jad Ll i oy < B5Ls 3238 G5 1SS aah [ ALIS odls AL
Lyl |

s 05S5 1IS Alsas Tpplae 5y daSl, dlsa o JS L @uumj‘lgmfwm;uwm;u
alel joa ygaaS adi 3 elidla Lg-ﬁ-!s._\h-vuJuAA Lowing ... Edhs (58 Gl .. i o8 Goad sl oLy
4l

RO

M'M'JMY' oY ffuﬁeml' gl o L

el o oYY s (o ny llall i il 5,145 Lot celsls e Baallally Taally S0 A 80 Lsa3ll Jshs
N ,Lu‘uuz;bmisaiylwuwm G VY LN 4l b a5 Lo AU Ll 23 alnY
i s‘ﬁulbw&juwb

Postal Address: 1245 Eglinton Ave. West, Mississauga, Ont., Canada, L5V 2M4
Tel: (647) 772-2233 Email: anbamina762009 @gmail.com



mailto:anbamina762009@gmail.com

DIOCESE or MISSISSAUGA,

Vancouver and Western Canada

Al Gy e o o 351 pn o granall ol e Y]

el dal e daes St

vl dal e Jlaial Kt

il (o8 e St

QJQ;JIMJL@AJS T

.IaAA‘Li bMyQIYMIJAY‘ASIU.AJ ouadl ] GBS ot LS wl‘sLo'qASmejdq_\sjfﬂlM&ﬂﬁ}ﬁ
GJIJJAII‘_,_A)Q esd ol a,lian @il 5L 985 dlvan Agie ofling (YA 1) o9) 4day \JL]JJ LA-A-\'J—\
" gl BT 6,581

s Gldy Gad 685 T g pmpead | Lo Bl co5loal g
colall 8555 i Gad t

Baclall sylall o3 G+

el o a1 JLaial o Bo 1

-fjuuLe-'-“ui‘ﬁJul Gad el 065 G oSy Y

oIS L3 55 ol o) g ebilia 565 T oSan s
el g Jaind ol o e chilin (355 o (e Yy

Al S 5ln Janly cora¥T Sy coidlam iy ol ad oy L 2

Gl 71 ) 51l aadl gl

(L1 5 Ty Lall el g Bl g yaslss LU il oalis ssLishall G skl 0Ll sa dgall sl
Lo, L | cas JS s S oLy g Lmalodll oL 5 385LY |

ol gale S
ol o8 pdlas 1538
@ g pealss LT deslad g sbishll Ll olglany oSSk oLy 9 pSasens 2o o)l

L Lol
JaiS x5 H46S5L 5 Lo Lneane dudiy ) Ll ]

Postal Address: 1245 Eglinton Ave. West, Mississauga, Ont., Canada, L5V 2M4
Tel: (647) 772-2233 Email: anbamina762009 @gmail.com



mailto:anbamina762009@gmail.com

